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Recommended Limits for Delta Checks

Test Delta Check Limit
Albumin 20%
Bilirubin, total 50%
Calcium, total 15%
Creatine kinase 99%
Creatinine 50%
Phosphorus 20%
Potassium 20%
Protein, total 20%
Sodium 5%
Thyroxine 25%
Urea nitrogen 50%
Uric acid 40%

From Ladenson JH. Patients as their own controls: Use of the computer
to identify “laboratory error” Clin Chem 1975:21:1648-53.
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Test Low Warning High Warning

Acid phosphatase* (U/L) 0.1 10
Albumin (g/dL) 15 6
Alkaline phosphatase* (U/L) 5 300
Amylase* (U/L) 20 1000
Bilirubin (mg/dL) 0.2 10.0
Calcium (mg/dL) 6.5 13.0
Creatine kinase (U/L) 5 1300
Creatinine (mg/dL) 0.3 7.5
Phosphorus (mg/dL) 1.0 8.0
Potassium (mmol/L) 3.0 6.0
Sodium (mmol/L) 120 150
Urea nitrogen (mg/dL) 3 50

Uric acid (mg/dL) 1.0 12,0
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Hb 2 g/dL

PCV 0.05

MCV >6 fL

MCH > 5 Pg

WBC Normal to abnormal

Platelets Reduced or increased by more than 50%
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